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Why has Gun Control Legislation been Ineffective 
Good policies regarding issues of public interest are based on facts and laws while the best laws are written when the legislators devise strategies to assess the effectiveness of the laws in the issues they seek to address. This can be made possible through incorporation of effectiveness measures in the policy such as public review and statistical analysis of the data regarding how good the law has addressed the issue it was enacted for. Gun control legislation is one of the laws that have been enacted by the federal government. Its purpose was to control gun violence that has been rife in the contemporary American society, but it has proven to be ineffective with gun violence and criminal activities continuing to be at an ever high in the U.S.  The legislation has been ineffective because, violence and crime continue to be rife in the U.S., it has denied the civilian right for self-defense, it has ensured that only criminals can access firearms through underhand methods, and it while its motive was to contain violence in society, it has stretched to affect harmless entities such as hunting and sports.
Gun control legislation has failed to address the problem of violence in the American society. In 2013, Deseret News announced the state rankings on gun control legislation regarding permit-to-gun- by-laws and background checks. Among the list of the states with the strictest laws on gun ownership was Illinois at position nine (Steidley and Cynthia, 2017). However, a listing of the thirty cities with the highest homicide rates in 2017 indicated East ST. Louis, Illinois to be at the top on the list (Schiller, 2019). The state had one of the strictest gun control policies in the country and yet had the highest rate of crime and violent activities. Again, guns are not the actual issue that needs to be addressed. A mentally ill patient escaped from a hospital in New Mexico in 2012; he was later in the news in 2017 for having shot and killed 26 innocent people at a Baptist church in Southland Springs, Texas (Shapiro, 2017). Mental health is a more serious issue that the government should be addressing rather than focusing on the gun-use part of the incidence. The shooting in Texas occurred after the mentally ill patient escaped from the mental health center; perhaps the government needs stricter mental hospital regulations rather than imposing a restriction on gun ownership.
The legislation on gun ownership  has undermined the value of firearms in self-defense as well as infringe on citizens’ right to protect themselves. Every year, several individuals who carry guns avert incidences of crime by being able to defend themselves from muggers, rapists, kidnappers, and murderers. It is only in less than one percent of these cases where the firearm is used while 99 percent of the time is used to frighten the attacker by showing and cocking the gun (Metzler, 2018). This shows how gun laws have been ineffective in promoting civilian safety as it has left them vulnerable in the hands of muggers and kidnappers.  In fact, incidences of crime have increased, as innocent civilians have been unable to readily defend themselves but depend on the police and other security forces that are unavailable in most cases of crime occurrence.
Criminals are now the only people who can obtain firearms apart from the security forces and how profile individuals thanks to the gun control legislation. Criminals never lack a way of bypassing the laws and the gun laws have made their activities easier. They know that their victims will barely have a firearm and thus propagate their acts of violence with ease. The laws fail to include a clause that keeps the firearms from the hands of crime perpetrators. The laws thus continue to dilute morals in the society, as now the firearm dealers have become corrupt and sell guns to criminals at exorbitant prices (Miller, Hepburn, and Azrael,2017). The legislation has thus failed by making sure firearms are only in the hands of criminals while the civilians have to rely on the police for protection.
While the sole aim of gun control policy was to contain the numerous cases of gun violence, the laws stretched to infiltrate the autonomy to own guns for hunting and sport. This was a compromise of the set objectives of the laws. What began as “common sense” gun control rules now turned into a ban that most certainly has affected hunters. For instance, the state of California prohibits any unauthorized person to have a gun around any public school; this law affects the high school students by complicating the formation of trap teams for high schools (Reyes, 2018). Schools are, therefore, forced to find somewhere else to hold practice or abandon trap teams altogether. The gun laws thus violate the American autonomy to participate in hunting and school sports such as trap teams.
It is thus evident that gun control legislation has failed to work. It does not solve the problem of crime and violence but instead, it propagates it as more firearms fall on the wrong hands. It has ensured that apart from the security forces, criminals are the other group of people with firearms. In addition, it has affected non-target entities such as hunting sports and trap teams, which use firearms as their basic equipment. The citizens’ capability of self-defense has also been limited by arms ownership restrictions. The legislation work to the advantage of criminals rather than the civilians as they know people will be unable to acquire the arms while criminals can easily get them through underhand methods.


References
Hartvigsen, M. (2013). 10 states with the strictest gun laws. Desert News U.S. &World. Retrieved from https://www.deseretnews.com/top/1428/2/Illinois-10-states-with-the-strictest-gun-laws.html. 03/25/2019.
Metzler, A. W. (2018). Triggered: Mass Shootings, Smart Gun Technology and the Search for Solutions. J. High Tech. L., 19, 103. 
Miller, M., Hepburn, L., & Azrael, D. (2017). Firearm acquisition without background checks: results of a national survey. Annals of internal medicine, 166(4), 233-239.
Reyes, J. G. (2018). A Survey of California School Resource Officers: School Shootings, Training, Policing Experience, Military Service, Communication and Planning (Doctoral dissertation, North Central University).
Schiller, A. (2019). Top 30 Murder Capitals of America – 2019. Neighborhood Scout. Retrieved from https://www.neighborhoodscout.com/blog/highest-murder-rate-cities. 03/25/2019.
Shapiro, E. (2017). Texas shooting suspect escaped from mental health hospital in 2012, attempted 'to carry out death threats': Police report. ABC News. Retrieved from https://abcnews.go.com/US/texas-shooting-suspect-escaped-behavioral-center-2012-attempted/story?id=50985821. 03/25/2019.

.

